Child Rights NGOs’ Appeal to the Prime Minister of Ukraine

Dear Mykola Yanovych!

Non-governmental organisations which work in Ukraine in the sphere of child welfare, protection of the rights of the child and supporting families with children ask you to review your decision and cancel the Implementing Order of the Prime Minister of Ukraine from June 23rd, 2010 titled “Based on the visit of the Prime Minister of Ukraine to specialised children’s house “Malyatko” on May 27, 2010 (Podil district of the city of Kyiv)”.

Our appeal is based on the sincere belief that the family is the best place for growth and development of the child. The state, local authorities, civil society and communities should support parents in fulfilling their responsibilities, and prioritise family-based options for orphans and children deprived of parental care. We are also convinced that child orphans and children deprived of parental care including gifted children should not be isolated from society: they have an equal right to study in general educational establishments and have equal access to developmental opportunities. 

During the last ten years Ukraine has made visible progressive steps towards transformation of the childcare system, development of family-type care for children orphans and children deprived of parental care, reform of residential institutions for children, and development of social services to support families and children. We can note that all these steps were not coherent and well coordinated, but they were made in order to improve the childcare system based on the best interest of children and according to the European standards and best practices. We would like to stress our support to the previous willingness of the Government of Ukraine to change the system and are ready to provide support to those initiatives in to the Ministries and local governments.  

Unfortunately, none of the Governments of Ukraine have developed a clear and comprehensive vision for the reform of the childcare system and support of families with children. The issues of childhood and the rights of the child usually became the means of political battles and the object for the lobbying from different interest groups from one or the other Ministry. 
The experience of the countries from Eastern Europe demonstrates that the efforts aimed at transformation of childcare system were successful and effective only when an inter-agency committee/group was established at the highest government level with involvement of representatives from civil society institutes. These committees’ task was to make complex analysis of the situation in the country and develop a Strategy for transformation aimed first of all at the fulfilling the rights of the child and providing support to parents in care for their children. Financial and human resources which were released from the system of residential care institutions were re-directed to create a new system of support to families with children, building parental capacities and development of family type care for children orphans and children deprived of parental care. 
The quality of life of a child and his/her welfare should be at the centre of attention of the State and all the necessary measures should be implemented by the central and local government authorities. We want the State to direct its resources including financial to family support, and to the creation and development of accessible social services at the community level.

Taking abovementioned into account we request that you create a Working Group of Experts at the level of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine with involvement of representatives of non-governmental organisations for thorough analysis of current situation in childcare system and further development of long-term complex Strategy for implementation of the rights of the children in Ukraine and ensuring all necessary conditions for the development of children’s potential.
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